30 



USGH !. P2E3US0H 61 2 32615406 ^ 



9.-AU3. 2301 16:57 SPRUS^ F3ESUS0N 61 2 32E15406 ^ NO, C260 P. 21 

WOflO/7ft*51 



PCT/AUW/0069I 



15 



CLAIMS 



l. 



A key for a keyboard or keypad, said key having an tipper finger engaged surface 
of generally square or rectangular configurations so &* lo have a lop edg* portion remote 
3 from a user, a bottom edge portion adjacent the user, a left edge portion and a right edge 
portion, said key further having: 

a ridge adjacent said top edge portion or said bottom edge portion and extending 
longitudinally generally parallel thereiu; and 

a ridge on said left or said right edge portion. 
io 2. The key of claim I wherein the ridges are joined so as to provide an **L W shaped 
configuration. 

3. A keyboard or keypad including at Jeast three rows of keys including a top row 
which is remote from a user, a middle row, and a bottom iow which is adjacent the user, 
each row having at least three keys including a left and a right end key, each key having 

\> an upper finger engaged surface of generally square or rectangular configuration so as to 
have top and bottom ed^e portions extending generally parallel to the rows, and left and 
right edge portions extending generally nonnal to the rows, and wherein the keys include: 
(i) a nrige on the top left end key adjacent the upper edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to 1he. rows, 

20 CO a "dge on the top left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 

extending generally normal to the lows, 

(hi) a ridge on the bottom left end key adjacent die left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows, 

(iv) a rid^e on the bottom left enrl key adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof 
>s extending generally parallel to the row* 

(v) a ridge on the bottom right end key adjacent the bottom edge portion 
thereof extending genernlly parallel to the rows, 

(vi) a ridge on the bottom righr end key adjacent the right edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to die rows, 

(vii) a ridge on the top right end key adjacent the right edge portion thereof 
extending generally nnnnal to the rows, and 

(viii) a rid^c on the top right end key adjacent the upper edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to the rows. 
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4. The keyboard or keypad of claim 3 wherein any key between sold top left end 
key and said bottom left end key has a ridge adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows, and any key between said top right end key and 
said bottom ,i K hl end key has a ririge adjacent the right edge portion thereof extending 
s generolly normal to the iuws. 

5 The keyboard or keypad of claim 3 or 4 wherein any key between said top left 
end key and said right top end key has a ridge adjacent the lop edge pnrtion thereof 
eAicnding generally parallel to the rows, and any key between said bottom left end key 
and said right bottom end key includes a ndge adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof 
io extending generally parallel ro die rows. 

6. A Qwerty keyboard having a plurality of alphanumeric keys arranged in three 
linear rows including n top row which is remote from a user, a middle row. and a bottom 
row which is adjacent the user, each row having a left and a right end key, cadi key 
having an upper finger engaged surface of generally square or rectangular configuration 
so as to have top and bohom edge portions extending generally parallel to the rows, and 
left and right side edge portions extending generally normal to the rows, the keys being 
positioned in a left first set and a right second set, the first set including the Uiree left end 
keys and at least tile ucxt two adjaceni keys of each row. the second set including the 
three right end keys and the next adjacent two or three keys spaced toward the first set so 
that the two sets are spaced by two, tbrcc or four keys, and wherein the keys of said first 
set intlude: 

(i) a ridge on the top left end key adjacent the upper edge poitjou thereof 
extending generally parallel ly the rows. 

(ii) a ridge on the top left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
2> extending genern I ly normal to the rows, 

(ill) a ridge nn the middle left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows. 

(iv) a ridge on the bottom left end key adjacent the left edge portion thereof 
extending generally normal to the rows, 

30 < v ) a rid 8C on the bottom left end key adjacent the bottom edge portion 

thereof extending generally parallel to the rows. 
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(vi) a ridge on the next adjacent or nexi two acjjacent keys to said bottom left 
cud key of the bottom row adjacent the bottom ed*c portion thereof extending generally 
parallel to the rows, 

(vii) ridge ou the next adjacent hnrtom key adjacent the bottom edge portion 
* thereof extending generally parallel lo the rows, 

(viu) a ridge on said last mentioned key adjacent the right edge portion 
thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(ix) a ridge on the middle key next adjacent to said Inst mentioned key 
adjacent the right edge poition thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(x) a ridge on the top key ucxl adjacent said last mentioned key adjacent the 
right edge portion thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

fxl) a ridge on said last mentioned key adjacent the top edge portion dicrcof 
extending generally parallel to the rows. 

(xii) a ridge on the oi each Lop key between said last mentioned key and said 
top left end key adjacent the top edge portion thereof extending generally parallel to the 
rows, and 

the keys of said second set include- 

(i) a ridge on the lop right end key adjacent the upper edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to the rows, 

" u Cii ) a n< % e on right end key adjacent the right edge portion thereof 

extending generally normal to the rows, 

(iii) a ridge on the middle key adjacent said top right key adjacent the right 
edge portion thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(iv) a ridge on the bottom right end key adjacent the right edge portion 
25 thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(v) a ridge on the bottom right end key adjacent the bottom edge portion 
thereof extending generally parallel tu the rows, 

(vi) a ridge on the next adjacent or next two adjacent keys to said bottom 
right end key of the bonnm row adjacent the bottom edge portion thereof extending 

30 generally parallel to the rows, 

(vii) a ridge on the next adjacent bottom key adjacent the bottom edge 
portion thereof extending generally parallel to the rows, 
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(viii) a ridge on said last mentioned key adjacent the left edge ponion thereof 
attending generally normal tu the rows, 

(ix) a ridge on the middle key next adjacent to said last mentioned key 
adjacent the left edge portion thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

5 M a ridge on the top key nexi adjacent said last mentioned key adjacent the 

left edge portion thereof extending generally normal to the rows, 

(xi) a ridge on said last mentioned key adjacent the top edge portion thereof 
extending generally parallel to the rows, 

Cxii) a ridge on the or each top key between said last mentioned key and said 
io top right end key adjacent the top edge portion thereof extending generally parallel to The 
rows. 

7. The Qwerty keyboard of claim 6 wherein each set includes four keys from 
euch row so thar the two sets are spaced by two keys in cadi row. 

8. The Qwerty keyboard of claim 6 or 7 wherein the two ridges of each enri 
«J key meet 

9. A Qwerty keyboard subslantially as hereinbefore described with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 

10. A key according to claim 1, substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 



